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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable CINDY 
HYDE-SMITH, a Senator from the State 
of Mississippi. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You know all about 

us. You know when we sit down and 
when we rise up. Forgive us when we 
fail to acknowledge Your sovereignty 
over our lives or to trust the unfolding 
of Your loving providence. Thank you 
for the gift of freedom to choose. Help 
us to use Your admonition as a lamp 
for our feet and a light for our path. 

Guide our lawmakers. Bring their 
hearts under Your control as You in-
fuse them with a deeper love for You 
and humanity. May they seek to cause 
justice to roll down like waters and 
righteousness like a mighty stream. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, April 9, 2019. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable CINDY HYDE-SMITH, a 

Senator from the State of Mississippi, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

CHUCK GRASSLEY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH thereupon as-
sumed the Chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Daniel 
Desmond Domenico, of Colorado, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
District of Colorado. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

NOMINATIONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Later today, the 
Senate will vote to advance the nomi-
nation of Daniel Domenico to serve as 
U.S. District Judge for the District of 
Colorado. 

After we vote on his confirmation, we 
will do the same for Patrick Wyrick, 
nominated to a vacancy in the Western 
District of Oklahoma. 

Mr. Wyrick is a two-time graduate of 
the University of Oklahoma and held a 

clerkship in the Eastern District of 
Oklahoma at the outset of his legal ca-
reer. That career included time in pri-
vate practice, as the State’s Solicitor 
General and, most recently, as Asso-
ciate Justice of the Oklahoma Supreme 
Court. 

I am sorry to say that this week will 
mark 1 year since Mr. Wyrick’s nomi-
nation was first received in the Senate. 
I hope each of my colleagues will join 
me in long-overdue support for its 
prompt consideration on the floor. 

Over the course of the week, as I 
have outlined, we will consider four 
other well-qualified nominees who have 
been waiting on the Executive Cal-
endar for far too long. We will build on 
the action taken last week to restore 
some reason and sanity to the nomina-
tions process, which has suffered in re-
cent years under the burden of partisan 
obstruction. 

Before the week is through, we will 
also turn to the nomination of David 
Bernhardt to lead the Department of 
the Interior. The Senate has confirmed 
Mr. Bernhardt twice before to serve 
that Department as Deputy Secretary 
and as Solicitor. When you hear the 
nominee and review his credentials, it 
is easy to see why. Mr. Bernhardt has 
significant private practice experience, 
as well as a past record of service at 
the Department. 

Along the way he has earned the re-
spect of those who rely on the public 
lands the Department of the Interior is 
charged to oversee, from Native Amer-
ican leaders to sportsmen’s groups. He 
has been praised as a ‘‘proven leader’’ 
who ‘‘act[s] with integrity’’ and has 
‘‘the right approach and skill set.’’ 

I hope each of my colleagues will join 
me in voting to confirm him later this 
week. 

MEDICARE 
Madam President, on a completely 

different matter, we are continuing to 
watch as our friends across the aisle 
take big steps in their party’s contin-
ued march toward the far, far left. As I 
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